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EDITORIAL 

As our Editor is unwell at present, I am filling his king-size chair and 

' hav ing a ba.sh' at the l!;ditorial l 

�iarminster, the so-called UFO Cent_re , is my subj ect. So much rubbish is 

being bandied around about the above town,. it is getting harder and harder 

to sort the wheat from the chaff. 

In terms of 'physica l' saucer activity, there is no denying that Warminster 

is not the town it used to be. Perha ps some imaginative persons will disagree 

with me, but I cannot accept that there is much UFO activity in this area at 

present which can compare with the fascinat ing sightings of t�e late sixties . 

The maj ority of UFOs now logged here are LITS which, although interesting,. 

are n0� n�rticularly unusual. 

Yoweve.r - I would li.ke to em!>hasise this - there 1.§ consi1erab1e p�ychic 

activity in t�is area,. esnecially in the St arr and-Gley Hill localit i es . 

Phenomena humoarously cal l ed, ' rhe �ysterious Mist , ' and 'rhe Electr� 

Magnetic Snake, ' are not uncommonly witnessed at St arr Hi 11. Hmiever 

bizarre these occurences may appear to the stranger, they have been experi enced 

by many visitors here in recent months. iihether these manifestations are 

caused by unnat :1ral geological c0ndi t ions or by interlopers fr·)m an0ther 

dimension of existence, t�eJ ·:1.re �till worthy of scientific investigation 

by trained nersr)ns "'� a'1 •lr.!.m�.r,in:I.t�_ve turn of mind. TJn4"":1rt·ln·:.r.tely, some ')f 

these occurences have been magnified out ')f n.ll proportion (as if t�ey weren't 

strange enough , anywayl ) by some of thoGe hysterical pe�sons who go sky­

watching expecting to be nounced upon by Li ttl e Green Men. Oh, fo!" more 

rational, analytic minds in this busin�sc, es pec i a ll y at Wn.rmi nst er . 

I �� very well aware that certain nersons in this field feel that Warminster 

has nothing to offer other t han a. bunch of imaginative cranks. I admit that 

we do have those { as does any pr0minent 'window' area ) but certainly not in 

the profusion sugt;ested. 'T' here are C!Ui te a. lot of us who have spent a good 

deal of time logging sight ings here over the past few ye�rs. Our stat istics 

indicate that although the ' nhysical ' UFO seems to ha.ve vani�hed , in its place 

has come a new (and I t:1ink) far more fascinating phenomena. The ' Invisible 

Walker' is part and �arcel of this increased psychic activity. Its foo tsteps 

are ree;ularl,y h�ard on both Starr and Cradle Hill and I. recently witnessed 

its footprints imp"!"ess.i ng t.!'lemselves in ti1e
. mud outside of the barn at Starr. 

This and much mo�e bizarre phenomena is occuring at Warminster almost nightly. 
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Why is it that no-one seems particularly interested? How I wou!d love to 

see a properly conducted investigation into the strange things that are 

happening here. Perhaps it should be somebo�.like the Psychical Research 

Society who should visit us� as I feel the answer almost certainly lies in 

the fields of psychical research, not in the rather overplayed hypothesis 

of 'visitors from other galaxies.• 

Sally Pike 

******************** 

BOOKRmi�: 

MYSTERY OF THE ANCIENTS Eric and Craig Umland 

I quote from the above book: 

The M�as had television sets; 
The M�as do not fit the Earth's evolutionary scheme; 

Souvenir Press, 
Price £3-25. 

Deciphered M�an inscriptions record events of 400 million years ago; 
Meteorites are nothing more than fragments of Planet X which enter our 
atmosphere as shooting stars; 
Mayan inscriptions have been found on the Moon - but have·not been made 
available to the public; 
M�an language is not like any other on Earth for the simple reason that 
the M�a brought it with them from another solar system; 
The Egyptian pyramids were Maya storehouses; 
The U.S. government is aware of the existence of M�an spacecraft; 
Moses was a Mayan physician; 
M�an �urgeons performed heart transplants; 
The Moon's metal core was extracted by the Mayas; 
Stonehenge is an astronomical computor - built by the Mayas. 

The aforementioned is a sample of the blatant rubbish put forward as 
fact by Eric and Craig Umland. 

Need I s� more? 

Neil Pike 

********************* 

HELlOS BOOKS LI!ITED: Specialist Mail Order Service for books on all 
aspects of the Occult, including Tarot, Astrology, Psychology, ��sticism, 
Yoga, etc. New and second-hand. For monthly list and catalogue, write 
to: HELIOS BOOKS LTD. (S) ·8, The Square, Toddingtcn, Nr. Cheltenham, 
GL54 5DL, Glos. 

SOTHIS - A magazine of the New Eon. Unpublished Crowley material and 
Thelemic Artwork and Articles. lOO + pages plus illustrations. 93p + 

17P• post/packing from: Editors, 346 London Road, St. Albans, Herts. 

******************* 
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JESUS - MAN OR MYTH? 

- John Cleary-Baker -

Recently, in conversation with two friends, both of them widely read and 
travelled men whose opinions on most matters I would value highly, we· fell upon 
the topic of Christian origins, when, to my amazement, I discovered that both of 
them entertained no doubt that Jesus Christ was a historical figure who had 
founded Christianity more or less as the New Testament narratives would lead us 
to suppose. When I ventured to point out that the historicity of Jesus may be 
called into question� I was met with utter incredulity and told that the writings 
of the Jewish historian Josephus established the fact. 

If this is still the state of opinion among learned and cultured men, it is 
hardly to be wondered at that the man-in-the-street continues to disregard the 
fruits of modern scholarship so far as the problems of Christian origins are 
concerned. 

In, "The Jesus of the Early Christians," by Professor G.A. Wells, { Pemberton 
Books 1971) , it is suggested, with much plausibility, that Christianity arose out 
of a fusion of three factors� These were: -

1.  J·ewish Messianisn. 

2. Pagan ideas of a �ing god. 

3. The teaching of the Qumran Essenes. 

I found myself ver.y impressed by Professor Wells' theor,y, since it is virtual� 
identical with the views I myself formulated as long ago as the mid '50's. Much 
of the te� of this article is based upon the notes_! then made, which have been 
lying in my files ever since. 

If there was an historical Jesus, who lived and died in the ear,ly d_ecades of the 
First Century A .D., there must ha.ve existed a record of his tr.i.al, conviction 
and execution at the hands of the Roman Authorities. Yet no evidence of sach a 
reaord ex:i. st s • 

It was the duty of Roman governors to deposit a copy of their official diaries· 
in the capitals of the provinces administered by them. Extracts of these diaries 
were forwarded to the Empe·ror at Rome. After inspection, these extracts were 
tiled in round, wooden boxes and deposited in the Imperial archives, where they 
remained available for inspection by accredited persons. 

. . 

The events which centred around the condemnation of Jesus, we.re, on the showing 
of the gospels. far greater in scope than a mere minor disturbance of the peace 
ot Jerusalem. We read of a la.rge crowd which hailed Jesus on his entry into the 
City, and of another and hostile mob which howled for his death outside the court, 
while he stood trial. Most important of all, with or without the consent of 
Jesus he was acclaimed by many as, "King of the Jews, " which would automatically 
exalt these commotions to the status of insurrection and treason against Caesar 
and the Roman Power. 

This being so, it is clear that the Procurator·, Pilate, could not have failed to 
forward to Rome an account of the trial of Jesus and his subsequent condemnation 
and crucifixion. This account would eventually have come to rest among the "Acta 
et Commenta�ii Tiberii Caesaris." ' 

·It is important to note that the tone and content of such a report would inevitab� 
have been hostile to Jesus. On the assumption that Pilate acted in good faith it 
could hardly have been otherwise. If the Procurator, for any reason, had not acted 
in good faith, he would still have been obliged to despatch a report of the 
transaction to Rome which would present Jesus in an unfavourable light, as a rebel 
and a threat to the security of Roman rule in Judaea. To have done anything else 
would have been to convict himself, out of his own mouth as a perverter of Justice. 

3 



The early Christ ian l eaders seem t o  have ent ert ained no doubt t hat a rec ord of the 
t ri al and c ondemnat i on of Jesus exi st ed i n  t he R oman archives • . They w ere 
nat urally aware of t he regu lat i ons pert aining t o  t h e  despat ch of official in­
format i on t o  R ome . Be lieving as they did t hat the go s pe l s  were substant ial ly 
correct i n  thei r  accounts of Jesus, t hey had every reason t o  ant icipat e that the 
Stat e papers \i.ou ld confirm t heir be l i efs conc erning ·t he deat h of t he Mast er . 

Justin Martyr, about 150 A.D. , appealed t o  t he Emperor Ant oni nus Pius t o  have t he 
ac count d i s i nt erred from t he archives . T ertul lian�, a century lat er, referred to 
such a narrat ive as unquest i onably i n  exi st e nc e  at Rome. Yet no such document 
was ever produced . 

vlou ld it have been lost before i't s  arrival at Rome and it s depo s it ion in the Stat e 
archives? It i s  very unl i ke ly .  M0re t ha.n one ext ract wou ld have been ma.de by 
Pi lat e's scribe s ,  and despat ched t o  t he C apit a l  .bY di fferent rout es .  

Was it abst ract ed by some unauthorized person and dest royed? Again, t his i s  
unlike ly .  If such a thi ng  t ook place it m�st have been at Christian hands, s i nce , 
the report be i ng host i l e  t o  t he Christ ian posit i on as we ha .ve ·E:een it i nevit ab ly 
must have been,  a pagan wou ld have no possible i nc e nt ive t o  dest roy it . 

'rhe Church hist orian Eusebius ,  who wrot e i n  325 A.D. , says t hat i n  the year A.D. 
311, during ttl.e persecut ion of the Christ ians under Maxim i nu s  Dai a ,  a document 
ent it led, "Act a Pi lat i, "  was c i rculat e d  tnroueh the Elnpire as  ant i-Chri::;t i an 
nr-o paganda. This is  lost but a .ppears t o  hn.ve been yiolently host i le and abusive 
from a Christ ian st andpoint . As a count erb last, t ·�le Christ ians issued a f0rged 
"Gospel of Nicodemus, " whi cb present ed the affai r of Jesus ' s  t rial a:nd deat h.i n  
a favourabl e  light s o  far as Christ ian c�aims w e r e  concerned. The celebrat ed , 
" Le-tt er of Lentu lus, " a l so seems t o  ha.ve been circu lat ed a.t this junct11J'e .· 

Eusebius says that t he "Acta Pi lat i "  was a forgery.. There is good reason to 
beli eve that he was correct i n  this assumpt i o n. It appears, · f or exampl e, .  t hat 
the ''Acta" plac ed t he t ria l of Jesus i n  the fourt h consulat e of Tiberius and t he 
s eventh year of his reign ,  i. e. in 21 A.u. , whereas Pont ius Pilat us did not become 
·procurat or of Judaea until t he twelt h  year of the reign of Tiberius, A.U. 2·6. It 
is very unl ike ly that t he Jewish hi st orian Josephus, from whom the lat ter dat e 
is derived , would have been gui lty of s o  cardina l  an error .  

Now i t  seems obvious that t he pagans would not have forged t h e  "Act a Pi lat i" if 
a genuine t ran::cript of t!le trial of J e sus had been avai lab le i n  the Imperial 
archives. They would not ho.ve needed t o  ha.ve do ne so, sinc e the real record would 
have served their purpose as w e l l  and w ould not have i nvo lved them in the r i sk of 
det ect i on as forgers . Eit her an aut hentic rec0rd had exi st ed and had been dest royed 
or lost , or thf.�re had never bee n such a. recor d .  The hypot hesis of dest ruct ion. or 
loss  is improbable , whereas the view that no acc ount ever exist ed is not in confl ict 
with any of the available evi denc e .  

If no evidence had ever exi st ed, there i s  a st rong presumpt ion t hat no t rial and 
- execu.t ion of Jesus , as re lat ed in t he gospe ls, t 0':>k p lace at the t ime and i n  the 

manner allege d .  

It i s  also t o  be not ed t hat Tac itus , i n  his "Hi st oria ," whi l e  ret ai li ng various 
edit ions and rebe l li ons raised by t he Jews d;.1ring t he peri od of Roman ·ru l e  over 
Judaea,. ment i o ns that a l l  was qui et i n  t !1at Country during t �e Imperium of 
Tiberius . Thi s is remarkab le on t he a.ssunpt i on t�at he actua l ly penned the passag� 
we ha .ve c it ed i n  the "Ann;3ls, " in the form in which w e  have rec e ived it . 

Moving on to Roman hist orians 0f a. lat er da.t e ,  w e  are on l ess solid ground i n  
that we cannot be sure t hat their account s o f  Jesus are based upon document ary 
evi de nce. It m� rat her.be t hat they quot ed the prevailing opi nions of their d�, 
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and by the middle of the Second Century A.D. Christian op1n1on concerning 
the Founder of the Religion was unified and to sor.te extent clari_fied, and was, 
furthermore, disseminated widely ·in the form of·preoching and propaganda. 

·rhe following are, not withstanding, of interest, in that they do .!!21 reflect 
contempo�ary Christian beliefs. 

Celsus, author of a famous criticism 0f Christianity entitled, "Alethes Logos, " 
n'rhe 'rrue Word, " said that Jesus was i llegi t ima t e, the Son of Mary and a 'Roman 
soldier nar.1ed Panther. This appears to be a pa.gan version of a Talmudic passage 
which we shall later have occasion to notice. Celsus, -whose book was destroyed 
by the Christians after the trium�h of their Faith, wrote in the latter part of 
the Second Century. 

Lucian, . who was born at Samosata on the Euphrates in 120 A .D ., spea.ks of Jesus 
as "•• ••• the famous Magus who was crucified in Palestine for having introduced 
these novel mysteries to the world." He pours ridicule upon the-Christians for 
their.credulity and the ease with which they permitted any cha.rlatan to lead 
them by the nose. 

It should be noted that both Celsus a;1d Lucian describe -Jesus as a sorcerer and 
a fomenter of rebellion. 

Sossianus Hierocles, who was Governor of Phoenicia and Bithyni-a, and Prefeot of 
Egypt, wrote about 275 A.D. that Jesus had been overcome by the Jews after having 
committed highway robbery at the head of a. band of 900 men. He used the word, 
"latrocinia, " in this connection, which correctly implies leadership 0f a 
rebellion. Of course, . rebels are apt to be robbers also, . since normal sources 
of supply are cut off from them and they muflt needs rely on pillage to satisfy 
their needs. The association, the the�e various accounts, of Jesus with the 
ideas of rebellion and robbery, are interesting. 

The fact is that a solitary passage in the "Annals" of Ta.ci tus, with a couple 
of dubious references in the pages of Suetonius, are what used to be described; 
in florid fashion, as "Pagan evidences." 

In his Life of the Emperor Claudius, Suetonius remarks: 

"Iudaeos impulsore Chresto a.ssiclue tumultuantes Poma expulit ." 

·rhat is to say, the. Jews raised tumultr: at the instigation of "Chrestos" and 
were expelled from Rome. Now I am unaware tnat any Christian has ever sought 
to prove that ·Jesus was in Rome at any time, and certainly not after His 

· supposed re�urrect ion and ascent ion. It f0llo�rs that the "Chrestos" who 
incited the Jews t·"J riot has no more than a conjectural association with the 
Jesuine Movement. "Chrestos" is a Greek word and means· "good,"/ "excellent, " 
or, "graci.ous, " and \'las, incidentally, 0ne of the titl�s applied to various 
pagan gods including Os iris and Serapis. '!'he passage may, a.lthough there is· 
no ·proof that it � ' indicate the et.i.stence of a Jesuine Cult in Rome at the 
time of Claudius. As evidence of an historical Jesus it is neither here nor there. 

In the cours� of his account of the Life of Nero, Suetonius writes. as follows:-

"He likewise inflicted punishments on the Christia.ns, a sort of people who held 
a new and impi0us superstition." 

Again,., the passage has !10 bearing 0n tr1e q uesti on of the asserted historicity 
of Jesus. It probably confirms the testimony of the Pauline Epistles to the 
exi[:tence of a Jesuine c0ngregation in Porne during the reign of Nero. The 
words used, "Superstitionis novae et maleficae," convey the impression of bla.ck 
magic, of which the �arly ChriE:tians were often accused by their pa.gan opponents. 
So much for Suetonius. 

Tacitus has a passa.ge in the :;urviving portion of his, "Annals" relating to 
the reign of Nero, which has been the subject -of much erudite controversy. The 
gist of it is that Nero, wishing to divert from himself the suspicion of 
having fired Rome, put the blame on the Christians. 
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"C onsequent ly , t o  get rid of the report , Nero fast e ne d  t he gui lt and 
inflict ed t he most exquisit e t ortures on a c l ass hat ed for t he ir 
abomi nations , cal l ed Christ ians by the popu lace .  Christusr from 
whom t he name had its oriein, suffered t he extreme penalty, during 
t he reign of Tiberius at t he hands of one of our procurat ors ,  Pont ius 
Pilat us, and a most mischi evous superst it ion, thus checked· for the 
moment , again broke out , not only in Judaea , the first s ourc e  of the 
evi l , but even i n  R0me where all t hi ngs hideous and shameful from every 
part of the �ior ld find t heir centre and become popular . Accordi ngly,. 
an arrest was first made of all  who p leaded guilty� t hen, upon t heir 
i nforma .t ion, an imm ense mult itude was convict ed, not so much of the 
crime of firing t he C it y, as of hat red againnt mankind . Mockery of 
every sort was added to t heir deat hs .  C overed with the skins of beast s� 
t h ey were t orn by dogs and perished ,  or w ere nai led t o  crosses, or were 
doomed to t he f lames and burnt, to s erve as � night ly i l luminat io n  when 
dayl ight had expire d . "  

It must at onc e  be st at ed that t hi s  pa8sage cannot b e  accept ed as i t  st ands . 
If it had exist ed i n  its prese nt form i n  t he original t ext of Tacitus, it wou ld 
certainly have been quot ed by t he ma� Christ i an writers of the early centuries. 
Most of t hese writ ers were fami l iar.with Tacitus and ma� of t hem dwelt on t he 
Neronian persecut i on of t heir co-re ligioni st s .  Y et it is not a�here so quot e d .  

The fact t ha.t t h e  styl e  o f  t t. e  passage i s  typical o f  Tac itus proves not hi ng, for 
presumab ly there are good forgers as . we ll a.s bad ones fj Hm·1ever, agai nst t he 
view t hat t he e nt ire passage is spurious , must be reckoned the circumst ance t ha.t 
it s del et ion would ·cause a marked and awkward hiatus· i n  the narrat ive . The 
probab i l ity i s  t hat t he passage is not so much s purious as amended and "padded" 
with int erpo lat ions. I n  it s origi nal form it m� have been so worded as t o  
suggest t o  Christ i an readers that their Sect was t h e  one referred t o, which wouH 
natural ly, sooner or lat er, l ead some advocat e of t he pract ice of " pious fraud" 
t o  gi ld the l i ly a litt l e .  

The words, "Auct0r nom i ni s  eius ·�hri st us Ti beri ,.., imperi t:l.nt e "!')er pr0curat orem 
Pont iwn P i latum supplicio adfect us erat ,•• � be i nt erpo lat e d, or t he "Early 
Christ ian Fathers would have s e ized with j oy and rel ief on such a testimony t o  
t he reality o f  t he l ife and deat h of their presUmed Mast er . If t ;hey be del et ed, 
and t he subst it ut ion of, "Chrest ianos, " for, "Christ ianos , "  be ·al lowed, I see no 
reason why the passage should not be perm it t ed t o  st and a.s we have received it , 
wit h t he

.
addit ional qualificat i ons t hat some l ost phrase must have st ood i n  

place o f  t he one i nt erpol at ed .  I t  m� we l l  be that C laudius ' s  expu lsi on of t he 
"Chrest ian" Jews from Rome , wa.s t he exp lanation origi nal ly given by Tac it us for 
t he t emporary check t o  t he , "mi schi evou s  superst ition . "  

A Samarit an named Tha l lus was quot e d  by Phlegon of Thra l l es as having associat ed 
the crucifixion wit h an ec lipse of t he Sun which was visib l e  in t he Levant i n, 
t he 202nd . Greek Olympiad. This ec lipse c0incided wit h a violent e art h-t remor , 
which s e em s  at first sight t o  fal l  i nt o  line with't he

.
Gospe l  narrat ives of t he 

nat ural phe nomena which accompanies t he deat h of' Jesus·. It t ranspires , · 

however , t hat whereas thi s ec l i ps e  t ook plac e in the year A�D. 29,. it s dat e was 
November 24th�. whereas t he dat e of the Passover i n  A .D. 29 was �ond� , Apri l 17th . 

An account by t he Pseudo-Dionysius of his having wit nessed, from He l iopol i s  
i n  Egypt, t he eclipse which happened at t he t im e  of t he crucifixion i s  
complicat ed by t he fact t hat he wrot e i n  t he Fifth C ent ury . !,'ie can only suppos e , _ 

as an alt ernat ive t o  branding t he narrat or as a common liar, that h is opt i cal ' 

-organs were t he sub�ct of a mirac le not l es s  st art ling t han t he one he purport s 
t o  have wit ness ed with t heir aid .  

I t  i s  a fact ,  furthermore , t hat t h e  Passover i s  a Ful l Moon Festival, and a 
solar ec lipse at Full Moon i s  an astronomical impossibi l ity 

A cert ain Jacob, of a v i l lage in Palest i ne named Sekhanj ah ,  t o ld Rabbi E l i e zar 

B .  Hyrcanos, who t ol d  Rabbi Aqui ba i n  110 · A.D. , that in hi s yout h ,  he, Jacob, 
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had heard from the lips of his teacher, one Jeschu-han-Nosri, a violent attack 
on t�e Temple priesthood. This would have happened, s� far as one oo�ld 
ancertain, between about 10 and 30 A.D. As it stands the testimo� is valueless. 
It i� at third hand and furthermore the name Jeschu is a frequent�-found one in 
Judaea in the First Century and earlier. It is n�t unlikely that a teacher of 
this name, who was, apparent�, a Nasoraean,. should have existed at the time 
st�ted. Attacks on the Temple priesthood were a stock-in-trade of Jewish 
religious reformers of the time. Any co�ection between this Jeschu and the 

Gospel Jesus in conjectural to s� the least. 

The Christian writer Irenaeus, who wrote about the end of the Second Centur.y� 
knew, in his youth, the veteran Christian and martyr Polyca�p, who, in his own 
yout�, ''had C'lnversed with many who had seen Christ •" Again, we have a· testim'lny 
at third hand. Assuming the integrity of all concerned, which I for one do not . 
question, we m� ask, ·pertinently, what sort of experience of Christ the informants 
of PolYcarp had to relate. Paul claimed also to have seen Christ, but his. 
experience was a visionary one, unrelated to material intercourse of the kind 

. which constitutes eye-witness testimony when retailed. 

There are two Jewish historians whose works might reasonably be assumed to 
contain reference to Jesus, assuming that he actually lived and died at the time 
and in the manner related in the New Testament. The first of these is one Justus 
of Tiberias. He wrote in the decades immed�ately following the Roman Conquest of 
Judaea. 

The actual works of Justus are lost to us,� but we have t�e testimony of Ph'ltius, 
who states: 

"That Je�ish historian does not make the smallest mention of the 
appearance of Christ and Bei\YS nothing. of his deeds and miracles." 

.. 

This is not exactly helpful to those who affirm the historicity of Jesus. We 
are drivE back to the other major Jewish historian, Josephus, upon whom, as I 
?bserved at the beginning of this article, � critics who provoked it. laid so 
much stress. 

Flavius Josephus commanded a Jewish force in the early sta:;es of his Country's 
life-and-death struggle with the Roman Power. Later he .deserted his post and 
became a Roman captive. Finding favour witl1 Vespasian, he became a prosperous 
landowner and an historian, whose works, "·rhe Antiquities of the Jews," and 
"The Wars·of the Jews," are justly celebrated as masterpieces of historical 
narrative. 

It is .b eginning to look as though Josephus is the "last ditch" of defence for 
those who believe in an historical Jesus. lf he fails us, we have only the Four 
Gospels to fall back on. None of these can be dated earlier than 70 A.D., i.e. 
they were compiled more than .forty years after the events they narrate, after tl'P 
sacking or Jerusalem ·and the Temple and the inevitable loss of much historical 
material and by authora unknown, who almost certainly were !101' Mark, Matthew, Luke 
or John. 

In the "Antiquities," Book XVlll, Chapter V, occurs a passage relating to the 
death of John the Baptist. 1 Its text is as follows: 

"Now some of the Jews thought that the destruction of Herod's army 
came from God, and that very just�, as a punishment of what he did 
against John, that was called the Baptist; for Herod slew him, who 
was a good man, and commanded the Jews t'l exercise virtue, both as 
to righteousness towards one another, and piety towards God, and so 
to come to baptism; for that the washing with water would be 
acceptable to him, it they made use of it, not in order to the putting 
•w.IQ' .of some sins only, but ror the purification t;>f the body: su-pposing 
still that the soul was thoroughly parified beforehand by righteousness. 
Now, when ·'lthers came in crowds about him, for they were greatly moved 
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by hearing hi s words, Herod, who feared lest the great influence 
John had over t he peopl e might put it int o hi s power and 
inc l inat i on to rai se a rebellion, { for they seemed rea� t o  do 
anyt hing he shou l d  advise ) , thought it best; by put t ing him t o  
deat h, t o  prevent any mischief he might cause, and not bring 
him self int o  difficult i e s  by sparing a man who might make him 
repent of it when it should be too lat e .  Accordi ngly, he was 
sent·as a pri soner, out of Herod ' s  suspici ous t emper, t o  
Macherus, the cast le I b�fore ment i one d, and was there put t o  
deat h . Now t h e  Jews had an opinion t hat t h e  de st ruct i on of t hi s  
army was sent a s  a puni shment upon Herod, and a mark o f  God ' s  
di spleasure against him . "  

If genui ne, t here i s  not hing i n  t h i s  passage bearing very direct ly upo n  t he 
Christ ians . It i s  open t o  doubt, however, whether it can be considered as 
genuine. If int erpo lat ed it was i nsert ed int o  t he narrat ive at an early dat e, 
for it was known to Origen. 

It appears to break t he cont inuity of t he t ext . The pas sage immediat e ly 
before it refers t o  t he enmity between Aret as and Herod the Tet rarch and the 
let t er of t he latt er t o  t he Emperor T iberius conc erni ng the di sput e. Th� 
pas sage which follows upon the end of t he one conc erni ng t he Bapt i st, revert s 
direct ly t o  the same sub j ect , r e l ating how, on ·riberius's order, Vit el l ius 
prepared to make war upon Aret as i n  H�rod's int erest . 

I should myself inc l ine t o  the opi nion that t h e  passage about John w as 
i nt erpo lat ed int o  the Josephan narrat ive at a dat e not lat er than the third 
decade of t he Second C e nt ury A.D . , probably by an Ebi o ni t e  Chri st ian forger . 
The Ebi onit e s, who c lung t o  the Jewish Law and regarded Je sus as no more t han 
a proph et ,  s eem t o  have ent ert ai ned a higher regard t o  t he Bapt i st than the 
Pauline Chri st ians, t o  whom he must have appeared as an ali en figure, of 
int erest to Jews only and out o'f t une w it h  the Gent i le i nt erpret at ion of t he 
mission of Jesus . 

"Now there was about this t -ime Jesus, a wise man, i f  it be lawful 
to call him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful w orks - a t eacher 
of such men as receive t he t rut h wit h p leasure . He drew over t o  him 
both many of the Jews and many of t he Gent i les. H e  was the Chri st . 
;then Pi lat e, a.t the rugge st i on of t he principal nien amongst us, had 
condemned him, t hose t hat loved him at t he first did not forsake him , 
for he appeared t o  them alive agai n on t h e  third day, as the divine 
prophet s had foret o ld, these and t en thousand ot her wonderful t hi ngs 
concerning him ; and the t ribe of Chri st ians, so named from him, are 
not ext inct at this ·daur . "  

That i s  the celebrat ed "Test imonium" t o  Jesus, � i n  Chapt er 111 of t he XV l l lt h  
Book o f  Josephus ' s, "Ant iquit ies of t he Jew s, " and t h e  \'londer is  t hat it ever 
dec eived even those whose belief s were such as t o  incl i ne t hem t o  accept 
Chri st ian f orgeries on whol ly i nadequat e evidence l  

Josephus was an ort hodox Jew i n  h i s  religi ous beliefs . Wou ld an ort hodox Jew, 
even t oday� writ e i n  such a manner concerni ng the Founder of Chri st i anity? If 
he had writ t e n so, Josephus would have been him s e lf a Chri st ian .  

The pas sage b:r:eaks the cont inuity of the. narrat ive. I t  appears immedi at .e ly 
aft er an account of t he, "Affai r of the St andards, " by which Pilat e  created a 
furore i n  Jerusalem and slew many Jews who obj ect ed t o  t he v i olat i on of t he � 

Holy C ity by t he int roduct ion i nt o  it of Cae sar ' s effigies .  Immediat ely aft er 
t he e nd of t _he passage, J osephus cant i nue s :  

" About t he same t ime anot her sad cat ast rophe put the Jews int o  
di s order·�···•" 
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was he, after hnv1.nr; penned a glowing testimony t o  Jesus, describing the 
Teacher's life as a catastrophe? Or was he thinking 0f the affair of t he 
St andard�? Clearly of the latter. In other words, the passage concerning 
Jesus is an interpolation, added by a C hrist ian hand . 

Additional proof of this, if any be needed, is to be found in t he writ ings 
of Just in, C lement of A lexandria, Origen and ot her early Christian apologi�:ts. 
These men were fami l iar wit h the works of Josephus. They would have been 
only t oo happy to have adduced anyt hing they might have found in his writ ings 
favourabl e  t o  t he C hristians, as pr0of of the soundness of t heir doctrines. 
Yet one finds no mention of the "Testimonium. ". Origen, indeed, a.round A .D. 
250, states specifically t hat Josephus did not admit Jesus to be the Christ. 
Need one s� more? 

I have a theory that the same hand which -:-:>enned the "Let t er of Lentulus," 
probably about 311 A.D., wa.s re·sponsible for the "Testimonium. " There is a 
hint of simi larity about the style of t he two forgerie s . 

I am of course familiar with the _late Dr. Eisler's theories, one of which 
supposes tha.t the passage we ha.ve been con:::ideri ng is not a ctraight 
interpolat ion so much as an amendment of a passage which in its orisinal 
form was hostile to Jesus. I·can 0nly say that I consider the whole affair 
of the Slavonic texts of Josephus, on which Dr . 3isler's case rests, as� 

·judice at present. On the face of it , Eisler's rec0nstructions are to0 
speculative to admit of ready acceptance by t�lOGe who esteem pr ··of a.bove 
mere asse-rtion. 

In Book XX, C hapter lX, of the "Antiquities," is t-lho.t purports to be an 
account of the murder 0f James the Apostle, by the ne\.zly-a.ppointed Jewish 
high-prie st, Ananus : 

"Festus was now dead, nnd Albin�s but upon the road; 
so he as:;embled the sanhedrin of judges, and brought 
before them the brother of Jesus, who w�s ca lled Christ, 
whose name _wa.s Ja .. "Ties, and some 0thers, and when he ha.d 
formed an accucat ion against them as breakers of the lav1, 
he delivered ·thern to be stoned: but as for those who seemed 
the most equitable of the citizens, ��d such as were most 
uneasy at the breach of the la.ws, they disliked what was done 
• • ••••• • some of them also weht t0 �eet AlbinuE • • • • •  and 
infor!Tied him that it was not lawf-ul for Ananus to assemble a 
sanh(.�drin \ii thout his con::�ent." 

Origen knew this passage and it is perh;.; ps because '1f the phra.se, " • • • • • 
the brother of Jesus, who was called Christ . . . ..... that he concluded that 
Josephus did not admit Jesus t o  be called the Christ. It is to be noted that 
if the lines concerning James be deleted, the pa.s�age reads coherently as an 
account of Ananus ' s  unl awful action in convening the sanhedrin without R oman 
col?-sent , and t he reaction of some of the leading cit i z ens of Jerusalem t o  this 
st ep.  

James th e  Just was of Ebionite antecedents, and I believe that this too is an 
early interpolation by Ebionite hands. 

So much then for the ttr.rest imonia Flaviana," on which some of the Christian 
apo logi st s of an earlier da.;v leaned heavily in their attempts to demonstrate the 
historical backgTound of t�e Gospel account� of Jesus. One of the three 
"Te !:;t imonia" i s  a bla.ta.nt forgery of the early part of the Fourth Century A .D. 
·rhe other two add little to our l-:n0�o.�ledge of .T;::sus if they be gen�ine, and, 

furthermore, their P,enuineness is greatly in doubto 

****�*************** 
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Lett er to Wessex UFO Record from Julie Colborne of Upton Scudamore, 
Nr. Warminster1 Wi lts • .  

The prime object of t hi s  l et t er ,: basic as it mCi3' be , i s  t o  provide food 
for t hought , a subj ect for medit ation - call it what you wi l l .  

Past hist ory has woven a rich t apestr.y of cyc les , advancement s and 
dec lines , not only on a human scale , but i nvo lving a l l  fie lds of life -
animal, plant , e�c . 

Once more Man has reached a period that i s  crucial ; everything ,  including 
news media , suggest s t his . But waitl Is thi s really a t ime to be afraid­
or t he revers e ?  

Mounting evidence shows t hat t hroughout t he world,  mi l lions of responsible 
peopl e  are becoming aware of t he int er-relc.tednes s  of t he Univers e . They 
just ify their exi st ence·by t eaching thi s  knowl edge in every as pect and 
level of lif e . To name but a :few - bi o l ogy· , music , art · ,  lit erat ure; in 
our Social Servic e s , part icular ly in t h e  c ombinat i on or East ern and 
West ern s pirit ua l  t eachings ; also  occu1t fields , et c .  

Vi ewed i n  the present changing pat t ern of priorit i e s  and attit udes� sure ly 
this act ivity or energy cannot be wit hout purpose - c ert ainly no reason 
for de spai r . 

So may a few quest ions be posed ?  Let us s urmi se t hat each of us holds a 
port ion of the fut ure in our hands . As  al l these unit s combine , i s  it not 
po s sible t hat we c ould be on the t hresho ld of a new discovery concerning 
ourse lves - a guide line , perhaps ? Leading event ual ly t o  a new cyc l e  of 
Unity and Peace i ncorporat ing Nature ' s  Laws .  

If by cult ivat ing Fait h and H"ope , we.could dispel many barri ers of fear 
present ly impeding us , would t hi s  not be beneficial ? 

' 
A s  sQi ent i st s ,  et c . ,  continue t o  probe int o unknown realms , t od�s 
fantasies may bec ome t omorroJs proven fact s .  

C ould this be a cal l  for posit ive , unbiase d ,  o pen-minded thinking? M� 
you , t he reader , decide . 

*********************** 

THE JANUS SEX by D.G. MacDonal d  A l l en .  

Exposit i on Pres s ,. Inc . 50, Jericho Turnpike , Jericho , New York 11753· 

"The true hermaphrodit e,. whet her ment al or physica l , i s  of neither sex ; 
but i nt e l l ect ua l  and cerebral hermaphroditism i s  common ,l  and phys ical 
dua l i sm i s , on t he who le , rare . The merging of s exual i dent it i es is  not ,. 
in it self , degenerative and , artist ica l ly and cult ura l ly it has much t o  
commend · it . " 
The Androgynous Chal lenge 

Writ e t o  above addre ss for :furt her det ai l s  of this challenging book . 
******************** 

10 



I 

'�HE "ALl-PURPOSE" UFO 

- Neil Pike-

Having been directly involved in UFO research f'lr some years, it has been a 

ma.j'Jr disappointment t'l me that no visible pr•Jgress has· been made towards the 

ultimate explanation of the enigma. In this instance, by 'visible'· I mean the 

written word. 

�hatever your app.roach to the subject,. be it the Extra-Terrestrial Hypothesis 

or the more recently f�rwarded Ultra-Terrestrial Hypothesis, most of the 

literat�re available t'l the researcher is abysmal. Few authors have any 

scientific training; they fail to research adequately the oases they report; 

they present the UFO in the manner which best fits their own �re-conceived 

ideas; they credit persons with emotions and experiences which they did not 

have and sometimes cloak the subject with an aura of mystery and imagination 

which causes ma� intelligent readers to consider the subject the pursuit of 

idiots. 

Unfortunately, the General Public seems t� have implicit faith in the w�rk 'lf 

any author who is able to back up his i_deas {however outlandish· they may be ) 

with a few hundred pages of 'supporting evidence' (hot4ever incredible that 

���be). 

Cast your mind back to the mid-fifties when UPOs were thought to be e�ra­

terrestrial vehicles. 1rhe literature of that period approached the subject 

from a scientific and factual standpoint. Writers contented themselves with 

descriptions of the craft as witnessed b.1 civilian and military personell and 

analysed the occurences in such a w� that by supplying the known facts, they 

hoped to substantiate the theory of visitors from other worlds. 

Nerl followed the Von Daniken era. Although he was not the first author to 

promote the idea of visitors to Earth from other worlds,in the distant past, 

(Desmond.Leslie had much the same ideas in Flying Saucers Have Landed} he was 

the first to catch t he public imagination in a big w�. 

The UFO had now.inextricably become part of our hi st ory and was no longer to 

. be examined on its own merit s . Thi s approach opened up the floodgates. UFO's 

with their 'space' visittJrs were given credit for ever,y uns'llved archeological 

mystery on t his planet - from the building of ancient m0numents to the actual 

creation of Man himselfl 

In more recent times, the far more acc ept able hypothesis has been put forward 

that UFOs may in fact be part and parcel of the psychic world. Once more the 

flood-gates are openl Persons with little or no know l edge �f psychic matters 

are unleashing their ideas on the ever-suffering public . App�rently the most 
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ridiculous and bi zarre c laims become credible if it can be" proved they have 

a psychic source .  

It w ould seem that many people are prepared t o  accept the exp lanat ions ,of 

aut hors whose knowledge of the subj ect s they propound is nil, just because 
it has a great er air of my st ery than t hat put forward by men of great er 
knot<Tledge and t raini ng. Scientific met hods of inv e st igat i on are t o  be 

shunned .  They are t oo ' special i sed ' and 'restricting' for st u� of t he TJFO. 

At l east , that ' s  what we are t o l d .  

But have you ev er wondered why it is t hat t h e  archeo logist, who spends a great 

deal of t ime st udying aneient ruins , has never c ome acros s  evi dence of thi s 

al l eged ·UFO activity in our past ? Perhaps they can ' t  see the wood for the t rees , 

so int ent are t hey in cat egori zing a l l t hings wit hin the pre-conceived concept s 

that t hey promot el 

Why i s  it t hat t he men who t ruely comprehend Einst ein ' s Theory of Re lat ivity 

have not rea lised t hat here lies the power source of the UFO?? Again, one 

must suppos e  t hat they are s o  immersed i n  the s t udy of the Theory t hat they 

fai l t o  realise it s implicat i onl 

Have the psychic researchers , with al l t heir know l edge and document ation, 

fai l ed t o  reali se that magr of their cas e s  of psychic activity are 

ide ntica l  t o  some sight ings that uro logist s report1 

Whi l st I wi l l  conc ede that ideas have t o  be amended in t he light of new 

ev idence , I fail t o  see how the obs ervation of flying sauc ers sho� ld have 

such an import ant bearing on so many sub j ect s .  U?Os appear .t o  act as a 

cat alyst t o  many peopl e ,  giving t hem t he-power to realise lat ent know l e dge 

on almost a� t opic. 

Harsh words , you may ·fee lr. from s omeone who has never att empt ed to writ e a 

book. Perhaps so , but I am :int ere st ed· in obt aining fact s :r e l at ing t o  UFOs 

and as sociat ed phenomena - not in c o l l ect ing sensat ional tales and ideas-with 

a view t o  publicat ion . w . 

I s  it real ly supri sing that the scientific community has shunned us for so 

l ong? F�r all their fault s and dogmatism ,  t hey do deal in fact s ,  based upon 

dQcument-ed res earch pro j ect s .  Many are special i st s  in a particula� f i e l d  of 

st udy .  !tfhen they are confront ed wit h the urologi st, they find t hems e lves i n  

t h e  presenc e  o f  a person who very oft en lacks even t he -mo st rudiment ary 

s c i entific knowledge and seldom is a s peciali st in any of t he known sciences .  

This person then offers t heories based on a lit t l e  unselect ive reading , 

I. c-. ..r r ;t ! -
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perhaps s o m e  s ky-wat chi ng and a whole lot of wishful thinking .  

The poi nt that I am t ryi ng t o  make i s  t hat i f  an author wi shes t o  link UFOs 

with , say, for a.rguement s sake, t he building of anc ient monument s, he should 

consult an archeo logist and also st udy t he more credible lit erat ure avai lab l e  

0n the sub j ect . 

The research should be t horough. Not based on a lit t le light reading and a 

lot of c 0nj ect ur� . 

Aft er a ·. !hi l e  you ·learn t he art of sifting . UFO mat eria.! int o fairly definit e 

cat egories : t he incredib l e, t he doubt ful, and ( hopefully ) t he t ruthful. 

Event ua l ly t he reader finds his own l eve l of acc e pt ance and cent re s  his 

opini ons about t his point . 

How much bett er it would be if thi s  fi lt ering proc e s s  could- be done aw� wit h. 

Books should be writt en around fact s ,  as opposed t o  conject ure - and c o nc lusions 

should be arrived at by the same proc e s s . 

Doubt less , ma� people would find such an approach rat her t edious a�d unexciting 

but this i s  as it should be . R emove the glamour and sensat i o na.lism, st rip the 

s�bj ect down t o . it s bare bones and then see what mat erial remai ns . Study and 

research are oft en boring . The rewards are found in the so lution of the 

problem . 

Ufo logy should re-discover it s basi s  in fact before we all lose t rack of what 

it i s  we hope t o  solve l 

******* *********** 

TALES OF TW O WOR LDS A Bedside Book for t he NEW A GE .  

by Pegg,y Mason 

C opies of t hi s  book can be obt ained from : 

Mrs. Peggy Mason, 
Dovedale Farm, 
Hoadleys Lane, 
C rowborough ,  
Sus sex .  

Price £1-40 , post free .  

**************** 
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An American Sees Warminst er UFOs . 

Arthur Shut tlewood 

There i s  scant evi dence, especially of a t angibl e  and t est able nat ure, that 

UFOs originat e from ext rat errest rial sourc es and crews are of hwnanoi d  

physique . Frankly, o n  Warminst er area asse s sme nt alone over t h e  past t en 

years , I st rongly doubt whether more than a small mino�ity hai l from w orlds 

s imi lar t o  the earth planet . Most be long t o  a normally i nv is ible realm t hat 

int erpen�t rat es our own denser sphere, peopled by ent it i es who can mat erialise 

or vani sh at wi ll because they belond t o  a vastly different dimens ional scale 

and exi st ence level, even if of the same genus and spec i es basical ly � 

··That invet erat e compiler of freakish oddit ies t hat seem who l ly disconnect ed 

from nat ural phenomena ,  Charle-s Fort,  said of the worldw i de incursions of UFOs : 

" I  think we are pro perty . I say we be long t o  s omE:'t hing. That once upon a 

t ime this  earth was a no-man' s land: t hat other worlds explored and coloni sed 

here and fought amond t hemselves for possess i on .  But now it i s  owned by 

something - and that something owns thi s earth and all ot hers have been warned 

off . "  

H e  i s  not t h e  sole shrewd chronicler and i nvest igat or o f  unknown inc oming 

i nt elligences t o  conclude t hat t he ali ens are s o  at variance wit h anyt hing we 

know that to try and describe t hem in language everyone underst ands is an 
' 

impo ssible t ask · · · • •• I n  essenc e, our owners ,  creat ors ( and genet i c  cont rollers � 

in the cosmos are not merely from anot her worl d  but another type of universe, 

their laws of chemi st ry and physic s foreign t o  ours . They can break t ime and 

space barri ers, t ravel a�here in t he galaxy by hyper-dimensional l inks not 

yet wit hout our own sci ent ific hori zons , and normal ly remain invisible t o  our 

circumscribed vi sion which fails t o  see beyond t he s pectra of the ult ra-vi olet 

and infra-red.  

Some psyche-dominat ed and spirit ual thinkers be l i eve t hey are pure t hought energy 

forms and can be anywhere at any t ime they please . The wei rd coro l lary is that 

they can actually appear in physical form when they wi sh - and i n  t h i s  at omic 

and molecular cell-changing manner hav e  been respons ible for nearly all legends 

of heavenly angels and great whit e gods fro� t he ski e s  whi ch have originat ed from 

various count ries and been scorned in these so- c a l l ed more enlight e ned t imes . 

Looking at cert ai n  UFO t e st imony and flight , pat t erns i n  ret rospect, some deep 

t �inkers say Ufonaut s are t ot ally uninhibit e d  by phys ical l imit at ions such as 

bodies •• • • • • • •  

It is  reas suring t o  us at Warminst er t o  have many corroborat ive and c o nfirming 

sight i ng st 0rie s  from 0t her sect ors of our globe ,  that large ly exonerat e us from 
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cruel j ibes and cynicism we const antly encount er from t he �now-al ls and 

expert s .  Testimo� from people like Bryce Bond, a j ournalist, radio 

announc er and t eacher of para-psychology in New York, for i nst ance . He came 

to Warminst er in August of 197 2  and has writ t en and broadcast the fol lowing 

experiences in his words : 

"August 26th, 197 2 .  �"larminst er at this t ime of night , even for. a Saturday, 

was somewhat desert ed . Only a few people ambled along the narrow st ree� s • .  

! . felt t hat I had eyes on me all  the way . I t  was a most unusual feeling. 

"The small narrow street s, . .  with high brick wal l s, .  sky overcast, t own st rangely 

quiet - maybe a pre lude t o  what I was about t o  experienc e  on that event ful 

night l Aft er walking a short di st ance through narrow archways and f low er­

lined paths, I was amazed how l ov e ly it sme l l ed and how c l ean it was • • •  On 

the hill � some of the skywat ching group had t heir t e l escope s  set up on 

t ripods � others had binoculars and cameras ready . The thing that real ly 

struck me was how fri endly everyone was . A good port i on are ve� curi ous, 

anot her percent age are thri l l- s eekers, and the remainder ?  i/ e l l, they j ust 

enj oyed bei ng there with t hi s  warm, l 0ving group of s pi rit ual individual s,. 

sharing st ories and conversat i on . 

"Ul'Os have been her� for eons of years . Hi st ory is fi l led with report s of 

strange glowing craft , of landings and cont act ees . But due t o  negat ive 

programming 9f these ancient s, and fear of t he unknown bei ng magnified out 

of all proport ion from mout h  t o  mout h �  it s pread right int o  modern t ime s . 

Only in these t imes w e  blame t e l ev i s i on and mot i on pict ure s for doing the 

damage : creat ing near mas s-panic in the mind,. showing these UFOs as hos t i le, 

c oming down from the heavens t o  devour , murder and rape - and t o  gobbl e  us up l 

"Thi s t rave sty, of be ings who are thousands or even mi l l i ons of years ahead 

of us in t echno logy, int e l ligenc e  and spirit ual i nt ent l What the mas s e s  do 

not underst and, they fear . When they fear, they' shoot and run .  There are 

numerous report s that UFOs were shot at � out of panic • • •  even by the m i l i t ar.y . 

Put yourself in ' their ' shoes and t hink: what ·would you do if you went to 

their planet, or dimension, or univers e, or anot her period in t ime ? 

"We drove over to St ar!' Hi l l t  anot her ancient burial mound area . This sect or 

i s  where the Romans bui lt upon, wit h a few of t he rem nant s st i l l  in evide nce . 

The locat i on was down in a val ley, wheat f i e lds all around and high hi l l s  and 

ridge s . The sky st art ed t o  c l ear, fi l led with t housands of beaut iful stars 

and st i l l  no UFOs .  It was get t i ng awefully lat e and st i ll I had not int erviewed 
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Art hur Shut t l ewood. My voice was get t ing weaker, � head clogged up due to 

the c oo l dampness . I got his at t ent ion and we crawled int o  one of the nearb,y 

cars t 0  keep warm whi l e  I int ervi ew ed him for American radio list eners . 

"He was t e l l ing me that ,  only a few nights ago ,. three large ent it ies about 

eight feet in height were seen down in a l it tle hollow ,  t o  which he. poi nt ed .  

Whi le in t heir presenc e , people f e l t  a great warmth exuded from them, t hey 

were e ngulfed by it and the scent o f  roses and violets was very st rong • • • A l l  

o f  a sudden ,  whi le Arthur was speaking, hi s conversat ion went t o  a pecul iar 
, 

l ight that just appeared i n  t he field in front of us . He was somew�at b lase 

about t he who l e  t hi ng .  Art hur t hen said quietly :  " I ' m  v ery glad you are here 

t onight, Bryce . There in front of us is a UFO . Not ice t he t riangle shape and 

t he coloured lights goi ng  around? That i s  a very good sign . "  

" It then st art ed t 0  l ift i n  a weird pat t ern - then just di sappeared !  I was 

f labbergast ed, for it was so c lo s e  • • • •  Whi le discribing t hat one on t ape for 

American l i st eners , anot her one popped up about 25 degrees along the hori zon. 

Thi s one was very bri l l iant whi t e, whi le t he other was a b laze of c o l oured lights . 

The i nt ensity increased as it raised itself very s l ow ly, did a l it tle· dance i n  

t h e  s� , then t ook off and disappeared .  But , before it did ,  Arthur j umped from 

the car, borrowed a f la.shlight and sent Morae code to it . It i n  t urn sent back 

t he same signal that Art hur f lashed out . Then it flew off . This was t he 

highlight of my Brit ish t ri p :  a c lo se sight i ng: yet I honest ly fe lt spirit�ally 

c lose t o  t he lights i n  the field . "  

Bryce began i nt erviewing ot her wat chers as t o  \ihat t hey had w it nessed . " I  

turned off t he recorder and made a mad dash i nt o  t he f i e l d, . went int o  a light 

t rance st at e  and asked higher i nt e l ligence t o  p lease make cont act again .  

Leaving the group, I made my w ay  down t o  the hollow, where two nights before � 

three ent it ie s  were seen. Agai n I went int o  a light t rance st at e  for what 

seemed t o  be a few minut es only • • • • •  

" I  was wakened by my friends, who t hought I had gone . I must have been t here 

for about an hour . I t ruely do not know what t ranspired whi le I was there or , 

in tranc e . I t 0 ld my friends I would ret urn short ly and t hey went back t o  where 

• t he others w ere st anding near t he farm barn. I then made my w� s l ow ly back 

t o  t he parked cars and people .  Now here is a st range · thing:  The wheat in t he 

fi e ld next t o  me as I walked back up the dirt road was about waist high • • • • • •  

" ! . walked along the road very clo s e  t o  the fenc e . Suddenly I heard a noise -

like somet hing crushing t he wheat dow n .  There w as n0 bree ze blowing t hat night . 

I looked over . The moon had just c ome out , shining very bright ly ; and t here , 
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before my eyes, a large depres sion was being formed in the growing corn . The 

wheat was being crushed down in a counter-clockwise position. It too was 

shaped like _ a  t riangle and meas�red about 20 feet from point t o  point . 

"I stood t here a few moment s and experienced a t remendous tingling sensation: 

the same sweet smell: being engulfed by warm air • • • •  Not fully understanding 

what had happened,. I walked up t he road t o  get Art hur, my host. Speaking of 

the field, Arthur pointed out some landing impre s sions in the section fronting 

the barn. A circle about 30 feet in c ircumference, with another depres sion 

spotted, but t his one in a long cigar shape. All the depres sions, recently 

made and not iced, were in a counter clockwise fashion. 

"After all t his, I vas very happy and t hankful. My mission had been a succes s, " 

confiied Bryce, who is also research edit or of Beyond Reality, a leading USA 

psychic, occult and metaphysical maga zine,. and nationwide interviewer of Uri 

Geller, whose affinity and liason with natura.! cosmic energy element s has been 

aut hent icated scientifically in �rit ain and America • • • • • • • •  

***************** 

MYS'l' IC FORUM: 

MYSTIC FORUM gives a sane,balanced approach t o  occultism. Quarterly journal 
includes reports of meet ings, letters, advert isement s and new books. Free 
to members. Full membership £ 2-50 per annum. Annual journal subscript ion: 
£ 1-40, post free. Single copies of journal 3 0p + lOp post age. - Meetings 
alt ernate Wednesday evenings 7-30 P••• at St . Margaret � Hotel, 107 St . 
Margarets Road, East Twickenham . 

Diary of speakers available from Secret ary, 1 14 Kings Road, King st on, 
·surrey. 0 1-549 260 1. Please include stamped, addres sed envelope. 

**************** 

QUESf : 

QUEST magazine on all pract ical aspects of the Western Myst ery Tradition and 
Occult Work for t od�. B.y subscript ion only, 25p a S?ecimen copy, or 90p 
per year, from Marian Green. 

Also, informat ion on meet ings and post al courses of instruction for a stamp 
from Quest , BCM - SC L  QUES'l' i �ndon WClV 6XX�. 

***************** 

ATLANT IS BOOKSHOP : 

Specialists in all Occult subj ects; t he Tarot , Magick, Wicca, Astrology, 
�. Crowley, et c .  Book s  bought and sold. . 49a Museum Street, London, W . C  .1 • . 

Tel : 0 1  4q5 2 120 . 
***************** 

WARMINSTER SKYwATCH CARAVAN: 

Will be available from East er until the end of Oct ober; det ails from Mrs.· M. 
Carey, 6 1, C ort on, Nr. Warminst er,Wilts. S .A.E. please. 

************** 
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Pseudo-Archeoloq and UFos�. 

Dr .  John C lea17-Baker,  Ph .D.  -

The book stal ls  are full  of works �port ing t o  establish that extra­

t errestrial vi sitant s were responsible for most of the civi li zat ions 

of ant iquity . Robert Charroux and Erich von Daniken compete with 

Kolosimo , Tomas and � friend W .  Raymond Drake in this  tield� 
I respect the sincerity and integrity of these theorists ,  but am unable to  

subscribe t o  their highly-coloured int erpretat ions of various archeo­

logical construct ions and artifact s .  

The celebrated Nazca Lines , for instance . There i s  no sound reason to 

assume that these represent anything more than att empt s b,y a pre­

t echnological culture t o  communicate wit� it s '  gods , assumed to  dwel l  im 

the slcy' . 

St onehenge may well  represent an astron�mical monument of sort s � but 

where would be t he point of Spa�e-dwellers causing this gigant ic edifice 

to  be constructed, when all the informat ion it embodies would be readi � 

avai lable to them in handy tabulor or mechanical form . 

It is  a lit t le point less t o  ascribe the construction of the Great P.yramid 

of Gizeh to Space-ships , when Egypt ian monuments i llustrate the methods 

used b.y the bui lders to propel the great st one blocks from q�rr,y to site 

and when, indeed, we actually possess specimens of the ropes used b.y the 

pyramid-builders for the purpose , found preserved in a cave in the dry 

Egypt ian atmosphere , during the course of the second World War . 

It m� well be that the civi li zations which flourished in the valleys of 

the Ni le , Euphrates and Indus were the inheritors of knowledge and ski lls 

derived from earlier cultures , obscured from our vision by the mists ot 

time . Be that as it m� , we have .absolut e ly no evidence what-so-ever 

that our present scientific and technological achievements were ever 

duplicated in any earlier epoch of human histor.y . 

Inevitably , of course, the diversity of human talent wil l  occasionally 

have been responsible for inventions which were ahead of their t ime . One 

may sight as an example ,  the steam engine construct ed qy Heron of 

Alexandria .  We must also take into  account , however , the fai lure of the 
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ancient s to  " latch on" to  the concept ion of st eam power, which 

might have transformed the face of a society which derived it s 

impetus from slave labour and in the -end dec�ed and fell because 

of it . 

Pseudo-archeological Utologist s would have us believe that almos t 

everything in the ancient world was instigat ed by Flying Saucer 

deni zens . If so , it is  remarkable that we have no more proof 

of the fact than be inferred from cloudy and dubi�us evidences , 

which usual ly t urn out upon ctitical examinat ion to  be no 

evidences at all . 

I am aware that these views will  pr0ve unpopular with those who 

love ·to live in a hazy atmosphere of romant ic not ions and 

dogmatic asseverat ions . In my content ion, however, it i s  the 

business of the UFO-researcher to concern himself with sound 

evidence and real fact s ,  even though these may not afford the scope 

for roseate ·theori zing about th& cultures which have preceded our 

own. 

***************************** 

HANDWR IT ING ANALYSIS . · 

From a sample
·
, .�f handwrit fng I w i l l  analyse charact er and give 

guidance to  a mo.re successful future . 

Learn about your True Self and Hidden prytent ial , Personal problems 

answered. 

Send a sample of handwrit ing ( writ t en when feeling relaxed) and t2  

t o :-

Graphis ,  
22 , Aspin Park Road, 
Knaresbor0ugh, 
North Yryrkshire .  
HG5 8HF . 

************************* 

R .A .  GILBERT , 26 Upper Maudlin Street , Brist ol , BS2 8DJ . Telephone 0272 
22738 . 
Second.han·d and ant iquarian books . Special i st s in bo.oks on the Occult , 
Folklore , Theology; etc .  
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"WESSBX UPO RHX:ORD" exist s t o  re-port tJIPO , J'ortean and PB7chical 

manifestat ions in w essex and beyond and to stuQ7 the implicat ions 

ot such phenomena. It i s  published quarter�, at a cost ot Ll-50 

tor each annual quota ot 1bur i ssues , or 35p per single copy .  

Subscriptions should be addressed to Mrs Sally Pike , " Poco , " 

14 , St . John' s Rd. , Warminst er, Wilt s ,  BA12-9LY.  l Te leph�ne: 

warminster 2�HO . STD Code 098-52 ) .  

General correspondence and UFO report s should be sent to Mr . Nai l 

Pike , address as above . 

Items and art icles for publication should be addressed t o  J .  C lear.y­

�aker, Ph .D. , 3, Deveni sh Road, deeke , w inchester,  Rant s ,  S022-6� . 

l 'Pelephone : Winchest er 269 1 . S·.PD Code 0962 ) .  

Editor: J .  C lear.y-Baker ,  Ph .D.  

Associat e Editor: Nei l  Pike . Secretary: Sal ly Pike . 

Please do not att empt to  make transfer-charge t e lephone calls  to 

the Editor or his associat es . Also , please seek an appointment 

before calling upon them . { Personal fri ends except ed) . 

Advi sory Panel s  

Dr .  G .G .  Doel ,  MRCS ,  LRCP, . DMRE . 

Captain E . r .J. .  -Maokay. 

Norman Oliver. 

Arthur Shut t lewood. 

Hon. Brinsley Le Poer Trench . 

Arnold '�est . 

******************* 

Cont ribut ors t o � "Wessex UPO Record" are sole� responsible for views 

expressed in art icles and features appearing over their names and 

auoh vieva do not necessari ly represent the opinions of the Editorial 

Statt . 
******************* 

C opyright " W e s sex UFO Record" 1975 . 
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